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   Today's edition will be the final for the 2014 legislative session. To those new readers, Eye on the Legislature is followed by the “Wrap Up” which is a review of the bills written about during the session and the bill's fate:  passed and signed by the Governor, post-poned indefinitely (killed), became law without Governor's signature or vetoed.
Senate Bill 14-177:  One of two bills relating to the definition of a drug-endangered child for purposes of cases of child abuse or neglect, SB 177 establishes a definition in the children's code.
   The legislative declaration of SB 177 states that “when controlled substances, whether legal or illegal, are used, produced, or distributed in the presence of children, a greater likelihood exists for harm to the children from caretaker incapacitation, access to dangerous drug-production components, lack of supervision, unhealthy indoor air quality, exposure to dangerous non-drug criminal behaviors, and other circumstances that pose a danger to children.”  
   The declaration determined that human services and law enforcement agencies must “work from a common definition of  'drug-endangered child' so they can best meet the needs of children whose health, welfare and safety may be at risk.”
   The general assembly further declared that the “stability and preservation of the families of this state, as well as the safety and protection of children, are a matter of statewide concern and that the purpose of the Colorado children's code is to make a commitment to make 'reasonable efforts' to unify the family unit whenever appropriate.”
   SB 177 expands the definition to mean any child in a situation where:
· in the presence of a child, or on the premises where a child is found or resides, a controlled substance is or is attempted to be manufactured, distributed, cultivated, produced, possessed or used, and when such activity threatens the health or welfare of the child;
· a child's health or welfare is threatened by unrestricted access to either a controlled substance or any legal substance capable of causing a mental or physical impairment;
· a child's health or welfare is threatened by the impairment of the person responsible for the care of the child, if the impairment is due to the use of either a controlled substance or any legal substance capable of causing a mental or physical impairment; or
· a child tests positive at birth for either a schedule I or schedule II controlled substance, unless the child tests positive for a schedule II controlled substance as a result of the mother's lawful intake of the prescribed substance.
   After amendment to add the drug-endangered child definition to Section 3 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, the Senate Judiciary Committee referred SB 177 to the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation.
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-177:  Senators Andy Kerr, (D-Jefferson) 866-4859, and Linda Newell (D-Arapahoe) 866-4846; and Representative Dave Young (D-Weld) 866-2929.
Senate Bill 14-178: SB 178 is a companion bill to SB 177, but applies to a drug-endangered child for purposes of cases of child abuse or neglect in the criminal code, and creates a new basis for the crime of child abuse for the following acts, when such acts pose a threat of injury to a child's life or health:
· in the presence of a child, or on the premises where a child is found or resides, or in a vehicle containing a child, a person knowingly and unlawfully distributes or obtains, or attempts to distribute or obtain, a controlled substance;
· a parent or lawful guardian of a child or a person having the care of custody of a child knowingly or recklessly allows the child to be present in any location where a person unlawfully distributes or obtains, or attempts to distribute or obtain a controlled substance; or
· in the presence of a child, or on the premises where a child is found or resides, or in a vehicle containing a child, a person knowingly cultivates, produces, possesses, uses a controlled substance, or attempts any of these activities.
   SB 178 clarifies that “it is not a defense to the crime of child abuse that the defendant did not know a child was present, a child could be found, a child resided on the premises, or that a vehicle contained a child.”
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-178:  Senators Andy Kerr, (D-Jefferson) 866-4859, and Linda Newell (D-Arapahoe) 866-4846; and Representative Dave Young (D-Weld) 866-2929.
Senate Bill 14-181:   Automated vehicle identification systems always been controversial since their introduction. SB 181 repeals the authorization for the state, a county, a city and county, or a municipality to use such systems to identify violators of traffic regulations and issue citations based on photographic evidence, and creates a prohibition on such activity.”
   The bill does clarify that a governmental entity may use such a system to assess tolls and civil penalties on toll roads and highways, and to use citations for violations related to high occupancy vehicles and high occupancy toll lanes. Current law fixed the maximum penalty for speeding at $40.00 and $75.00 for running a red light, but did not allow such systems to be used to detect traffic law violations unless there are adequate signs notifying the public that such a system was in place and being used.
   SB 181 was passed by the full Senate on a vote of 22-14, and now goes to the House.
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-181:  Senators Scott W, Renfroe (R-Weld) 866-4451 and Lucia Guzman (D-Denver) 866-4862; and Representatives Mark Ferrandino (D-Denver) 866-2346, and Stephen Humphrey (R-Weld) 866-2943.
House Bill 14-1390:  The open meetings law of Colorado gets a “bump up” with this one. HB 1390 clarifies who has standing to challenge the violation of the law and gives legal standing to any person denied, or threatened with denial of any of the rights provided by the open meetings law.
   If passed and enacted, HB 1390 states that “the courts of record of this state shall have jurisdiction to issue injunctions to enforce the purposes of this section upon application by any citizen of this state.”
   But watch out, in any action where the court finds that the action was frivolous, vexatious or groundless, costs and attorney fees will be awarded against the prevailing party – so anyone thinking of using the tactic to harass might want to give careful thought.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 14-1390:  Representatives Crisanta Duran (D-Denver) 866-2925, and Bob Gardner (R-Elo Paso) 866-2191; and Senators Greg Brophy (R-Cheyenne, Elbert, Kit Carson, Lincoln, Logan, Morgan, Phillips, Sedgwick, Washington, Weld and Yuma) 866-6360, and Rachal Zenzinger (D-Jefferson) 866-4840.
House Bill 14-1297:  Fracking will hopefully get some much needed scrutiny if HB 1297 passes and is enacted. The bill requires the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) to “study and report on the health and quality of life effects of oil and gas operations for selected communities in Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Larimer and Weld Counties.”
   Said study is to be conducted in two stages, with input from a scientific advisory committee (SAC) composed of 19 members, including eight voting members appointed by the executive director of the CCPHE and the chief medical officer of CDPHE, or his or her designee, who is a voting member and will act as chair of the SAC:  
· Stage 1 of the study, CDPHE reviews scientific literature on the effects of human exposure to oil and gas operations, identifies specific conditions of interest that the literature indicates may affect human health and quality of life and summarizes relevant findings in a written report by December 1, 2014; and
· State 2 requires the CDPHE to seek approval of study design and procedures by an institutional review board as defined by federal law.
   The Institutional Review Board must approve further steps to be undertaken in the form of Tier 1 and Tier 2, which include the collection of health and quality of life data from selected communities and conditions of interest that warrant further study identified by the SAC. All reports required by the bill must be  delivered and presented to the relevant committees of reference in the General Assembly and published on the CDPHE website, with a final report to be submitted to a peer-reviewed scientific journal.
   Perhaps once and for all Colorado citizens will get valid information on just how harmful or not fracking is to their health.
   HB 1297 was passed by the full House of Representatives on April 17, 2014, and now goes to the Senate.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 14-1297:  Representative Joann Ginal (D-Larimer) 866-4569; and Senator Irene Aguilar (D-Denver) 866-4852.
   The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
